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Ann Nicol interviewed Stewart Johnstone, the community
police officer based in Smithycroft Secondary School.

He explained some of the different ways to join the police
service and described his different experiences in the police.

How did you get into the police
force? | joined 6 years ago just for

a change. Before that | was a painter
and decorator. Because | was older

| didn't need to have qualifications.
It's more your life experience they
look at. If you were 18 you would
need some qualifications though.

What training did you go through?
The initial two weeks training was at
Strathclyde training and recruitment
centre. Then you do 15 weeks at
Tulliallen which is the Scottish Police
College, followed by another two
weeks at your provisional training
department. Then you complete the
remainder of your two years
probation

What do you enjoy about working
in schools? Working with the pupils.
The thing is that it's communication.
You've got to talk to young people.
There's no point waving your finger
and telling them you can't do that,
you've got to educate them a wee
bit. You've got to make them realise
that for one thing, the police are not
the bad guys, we're not out there just
to book you.

What's the scariest situation you've
ever been in as a policeman?
There are probably one or two
situations that I've been involved in.

More recently | was out on my police
mountain bike as they use up here
and a car hit me. It wasn't going to
stop and | knew it wasn't going to
stop. Fortunately | wasn't injured but
| could have been. Other than that
I've been in chases where |'ve
arrested people and they've started
fighting or spat on me or tried to
punch me, but you get used to that.

What is the biggest problem you
face in school as a policeman?

| would probably say making the
pupils more aware of the fact that the
police are not bad guys. We are here
and you can talk to us. That's the
biggest challenge at school, breaking
down the barriers. Particularly in the
East End of Glasgow because there
has been a culture for a long time
that you don't talk to the police, you
don't become a ‘grass’. It's not about
being a ‘grass’. If someone threatens
you or your family you can turn to the
police. We're here to help you out.
[Ann Nicol]

Thanks to Stewart for taking the
time to talk to us. To read the rest
of Ann’s interview visit www.
eastglasgow.co.uk/youngvoices
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8th — 19th December

Platform at the Bridge

Join us for an all singing, all dancing, no tinsel-
spared, full-pelt panto. Platform brings you
Cinderella with a twist, Oh no you're not! Oh

yes we ARE! Get ready to boo the evil Madame
De’mon and the ugly sisters, Fifi and Fou-Fou who
all conspire to ruin Cinders chance of going to the
ball. It's laughs, music and magic for all the family —
we can guarantee you'll have the time of your life!
www.platform-online.co.uk

George Square

Party the night away as Glasgow's Hogmanay
presents the best in Scottish live music and the
always spectacular fireworks finale. Top bands
and a few surprise guests will rock you into 2010
as we celebrate with friends, family and some
famous faces.

www.winterfestglasgow.com

18th — 28th February 2010

Get up close and personal with great cinema,
directors, filmmakers and more.
www.glasgowfilmfestival.org.uk

DISNEY LIVE - THREE CLASSIC FAIRY TALES
5th — 7th March
Braehead Arena — Glasgow g
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